
FELLOWSHIP OF EVANGELICAL CHURCHES

DECEMBER 2016

FELLOWSHIP
N

EW
S

As we celebrate Christmas this year, my 
thoughts return to Bethlehem — not the 

bustling city Sue and I visited in 2015, but the town 
as it existed 2,000 years ago. At that time, all of 
Judea was marked by great upheaval, with heavy 
taxes, Roman rule, and extreme political unrest. 
No doubt many people at the time of Jesus’ birth 
were quite fearful for the future. 

I think we can all relate to this kind of uncertainty, 
especially during an election year! For me 
personally, uncertainty became quite real in my 
role as president of FEC when, by mid-year, more 
than 10% of our churches were looking for new 
lead pastors. How were we going to fill these eight 
positions—many of them held by men who either 
founded the church or pastored it for more than 20 

years — while still maintaining our sense of unity 
in direction, mission, and purpose? 

But God is faithful. I needn’t have worried. He has 
provided for those situations in amazing ways. 
Even better, He continues to give us new energy 
and enthusiasm. We planted our newest church a 
few weeks ago and are anticipating other projects 
in the beginning of the coming year. Through it all, 
I’m so thankful for a God who remains sovereign, 
even in the midst of our uncertainty. When we 
don’t know the future — whether for FEC or for 
our nation as a whole — we can be certain God 
holds it in his hands. 

May the peace of Christmas dwell in you richly,  
both this Christmas and in the year to come.

Rocky Rocholl

PEACE
in unsettled times

A letter by Rocky Rocholl, president
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GET A SCHOLARSHIP.
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"Salem4Youth played a 
crucial role in my life!"
Former students speak out

Salem4Youth, a faith-based residential ministry 
in Flanagan, Illinois, has been hearing from 

former students lately. Some were successful in the 
program; others struggled. But all say the same 
thing: “Salem4Youth played a crucial role in my life.” 
One former student, now married and the father of 
twin boys, is walking faithfully with God today. He 
shares that the men who spoke into his life while he 
was at Salem served as an anchor, helping him keep 
a steady course after graduation. Other young men 
struggle when they leave the program, as was the 
case with a former student who was clearly headed 
in the wrong direction. Only when his friends ended 

up in prison did he remember what Salem staff had 
told him about God. Those words gave him strength 
to change, and he’s walking with Jesus today as a 
result. Please continue to pray that all students have 
hearts to hear God’s truth.

Celebrating new life  
in Deshler, Ohio

“For the Son of Man came to seek  
and to save the lost.” — Luke 19:10

Thanksgiving celebrations 
open hearts, deepen impact

Thanksgiving weekend was busy here in Basque 
Country! As we started talking to our friends 

about the holiday, they were all so enthusiastic about 
experiencing an American tradition, the Thanksgiving 
meal, and especially the turkey. The response was 
incredible! We prepared Thanksgiving dinner for 
20 adults and 22 children. The celebration created a 
natural opportunity to go deeper with our friends. 
(In fact, several weeks earlier, the conversation about 
Thanksgiving led to a deeper discussion about what it 
means to us to be a Christian, and we have now been 
meeting with one couple weekly for discovery Bible 
study since October!) Before dinner, we told everyone 
the story of the first Thanksgiving, and Ramon shared 
about having a thankful heart at all times. We have not 
stopped receiving 
comments from 
our friends 
about how much 
they enjoyed 
the experience! 
Please continue 
to pray for open 
hearts and minds 
to receive  
this message.

INTERNATIONAL UPDATE

No person is too far gone to respond to God’s 
call.” So says Alex Ruhter, pastor at Wave 

Community Church in Deshler, Ohio. He would 
know, having spent the last 18 months investing 
in a former heroine addict named Dillon. When 
Dillon showed up at Wave Community Church 
on the Sunday after Easter in 2015, Alex invited 
him to lunch and offered to walk through life with 
him. Dillon agreed. Today, Dillon is drug free and 
following Jesus. He is even reaching out to his friends 
with Jesus’ message of grace and forgiveness. Two 
of those friends have come to Christ as a result, and 
more are listening. According to Alex, this kind of 
change “takes a lot of seeking. You have to go after 
people,” he explains. “God has used that relationship 
to open doors in the community that I would never 
have imagined.” Please join us in celebrating these 
new lives in Christ! To learn more, visit their 
website at thewavecc.com.
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