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FEC is spreading across the nation, and, with 
God’s grace, reaching greater numbers for Christ. 

With that growth comes a new challenge: how to 
keep everyone connected and on the same page. 
According to Rocky Rocholl, president, that kind 
of bond is crucial for the continued health of FEC. 
“Our greatest strength as an organization is the 
relationship between our leaders and churches,”  
he says. 

This past year, FEC has taken steps to strengthen 
those connections through a new leader orientation 
seminar, “Welcome to FEC!” According to Tom 
Bennardo, head of pastoral development in the 
western U.S., the primary goal of the seminar is to 
help new leaders within FEC understand “who we 

are and how we got to where we are.” An equally 
important goal is to ensure that relational bonds  
are developing among leaders. “Pastoral leadership  
is one of the most difficult jobs on the planet,” he 
says. “We want our leaders to know that they are  
not alone.”

The maiden voyage of “Welcome to FEC,” held in 
Fort Wayne last fall, was a great success. A second 
session, held May 1–2 in Illinois, promises more  
of the same. “Our goal is to host the orientation at 
least twice a year in various locations throughout  
the fellowship,” says Tom. To learn more, contact 
Tom at T.Bennardo@fecministries.org, or call 
the FEC office at (260) 423-3649.

Leadership orientation acclimates  
newcomers to the heart, history, and hopes of FEC

“Welcome to FEC!”
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The “bigger, better, faster” model—so ingrained in 
American culture—is usually not the best path 

to success on the mission field. That’s just one of the 
crucial messages found in convention speaker Jean 
Johnson’s book, We Are Not the Hero: A Missionary’s 
Guide for Sharing Christ, Not a Culture of Dependency. 
All too often, missionaries try to produce results 
before they’ve taken time to learn the language and 
become fully immersed in the culture. According to 
Jean, indigenous people usually can’t recreate many 
missionary models, such as connecting schools, 
orphanages, and clinics to their gospel work, and so 
become dependent on the missionaries. Instead, Jean 
suggests approaching ministry more like Jesus did. 

“Don’t make our resources indispensable to their 
fruitfulness,” she says. Want to learn more? Join us    
for convention, August 3 – 5, at Grace Morton Church 
in Illinois, where Jean will share her experiences and 
offer guidance for today’s global missions.

Familiar Face, New Role
FEC welcomes Jay Nickless to church 
planting team

Northwoods Community 
Church launches new campus 
in Canton, Illinois
“We’ve been looking for a church home 
for the last five years. We’ve just never 
found something we could connect 
with—until now.”

This comment is one among many from unchurched 
people in Canton, Illinois. Today, those families have 

a place to plug in, thanks to Northwoods Community 
Church, which launched a new campus in Canton 
on Easter Sunday. “Canton is a largely unchurched 
population,” says Scott Cramer, multi-site director at 
Northwoods. Jason Gilmore, campus pastor at Canton, 
agrees. “When I first drove into Canton,” he says,  
“I sensed a dark cloud over the community. I believe that 
we are to be the light in that darkness.” If the first Sunday 
is any indication, people are responding to that light in 
a big way, with more than 400 people attending services 
on Easter, and 16 people indicating they made a decision 
for Christ during the service. To learn more, visit 
northwoods.church

NEWS FROM THE FRONTMEET THE TEAM

FEC is pleased to 
welcome a familiar 

face to a new role at the 
FEC office. Effective 
April 3, Jay Nickless 
joined the FEC ministry 
team as the new 
church planting field 
coordinator. No stranger 
to church planting, Jay 
has served as a church 
planter, strategic leader, 
and coach several times 
in various locations 
over the years. Most recently, Jay has been leading the 
multiplication initiative at Pine Hills Church, which 
has either launched or is preparing to launch several 
churches in the past few years, including LifeGate, 
Pine Hills Kendallville, Pine Hills The City, The Well, 
and Graceway Church in Auburn. “Church planting is 
the most effective way to reach people for the Gospel, 
and evangelism is the primary reason I am involved 
in church-planting,” Jay shares. Jay will continue to 
give leadership and oversight to the Pine Hills Church 
multiplication initiative in a part-time role. Pine 
Hills Church is thrilled to share Jay’s church planting 
leadership skills and abilities with FEC.

We Are Not the Hero
Convention speaker Jean Johnson shares 

from her experiences on the mission field in Cambodia


