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On Sunday evenings, people from Iraq, 
Syria, Jordan, and Egypt worship next to 
each other in Fishers, Indiana. United by 
a common language and love for Jesus 
Christ, the Fishers Arabic Church has 
created a faith community that reaches out 
to the large Arabic-speaking community 
in northern Indianapolis. Although this 
church has been meeting since 2013, they 
joined FEC last year. 

The outreach to Middle Eastern people 
who grew up in predominately Muslim 
countries and have immigrated to the 
United States can be challenging. First, un-
derstanding the gospel poses a significant 
hurdle since teaching about Jesus is often 
confused by Islam or churches in those 
countries. Second, when they immigrate 
to the United States, they are motivated to 
pursue financial security. So, most immi-
grants work multiple jobs and long hours 
to provide for their families, leaving little 
extra time for other activities. 
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The church’s head elder, Emad Ayad, 
understands the unique needs of this 
population. He came to the United States 
from Egypt, seeking asylum nearly 20 years 
ago. Leaving his wife and family behind, 
Emad worked 3 jobs to earn enough to 
buy a house and bring his family to the 
U.S. During that time, he felt lonely, so 
when a customer invited him to church, he 
accepted her invitation. Although he grew 
up in a Christian family, Emad wanted to 
reconnect with God and other Christians. 
At the church, he met an Egyptian family 
and helped to start an Arabic-speaking 
group.

As a used car salesman, Emad can interact 
with Middle Eastern people from various 
countries and backgrounds. He lives the 
vision of Fishers Arabic Church, seeking to 
create a community where people from a 
Middle Eastern background can discover a 
life-changing relationship with Christ and 
build genuine and supportive  
relationships. 
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Men and women who spend their final years in an assisted living or nursing home are an often-for-
gotten population. However, Brookside Church, Fort Wayne, Indiana, is reaching out to these senior 
adults. As Brookside’s Pastor of Care Ministries, Kent Keener, oversees this growing outreach to 25 
facilities in the Fort Wayne area. 
The outreach began in 2015 when Keener visited several senior adult facilities in Fort Wayne, asking 
whether they would be receptive to Bible studies for their residents. Since then, the ministry has 
grown by word of mouth with 37 Brookside members ministering in 25 facilities during 2019. Each 
month, approximately 825-850 people are ministered to, and in December, a record 1,006 people 
attended either a Bible study, hymn sing or worship service. Kent notes that the hymn sings are the 
most well-attended activities. “People in the homes can remember all 4 verses of a hymn. They know 
them in their heart.”
With a smile, Kent Keener says that he had always wanted to be in ministry in his early years, but 
God had other plans for his life. Having served in this ministry role for 18 years, he reminds us all 
that God’s idea of retirement is different from the world’s idea of retirement. 

Metamora YFC Partners with Area Churches

Brookside Church Reaches Out to Senior Adults

A visitor to Metamora, Illinois, who wanders into the Campus Life Center may find students playing 
foosball or video games, cramming for exams, or studying the Bible. Depending on the day or time, 
the center offers a place for students to connect with caring adults and explore their faith. Although 
the center opened last year, Chris Genders envisioned a teen hangout almost a decade ago. After 
years of ministry involvement, Genders left his position as youth pastor at Great Oaks Community 
Church, Germantown Hills, Illinois, to oversee the center and create strong partnerships with area 
churches and schools. 
Twenty years ago, when Chris Genders was teaching special needs students and serving part-time 
as a youth pastor, he discovered a passion for ministering to high school students. In the years that 
followed, he served in various ministry roles but maintained a vision for student ministry. In 2007, 
Great Oaks Community Church asked him to lead their small groups ministry, but within months, 
he was helping lead the student ministry, too. A few years later, Great Oaks asked Chris to lead their 
student ministry full-time. 
From there, the vision grew for a teen center. That vision grew in funding and scope, launching 
in 2019 through a partnership with Youth for Christ (YFC). Now, Chris serves full-time with YFC as 
the Director of the Metamora Campus Life Center which seeks to partner with area churches and 
schools to reach more students. 


