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Westwood Fellowship has been serving 
the Woodburn, Indiana, community for 
almost 125 years, since 1896. Through-
out their long history, they have discov-
ered new ways to bless and encourage 
Woodburn and the surrounding rural 
area. During the 1970’s, the church 
was known for their summer drive-in 
services. For different reasons that 
involved social distancing and reopen-
ing the church, in July they offered a 
drive-in worship gathering and a school 
supply give away. 

During the quarantine last spring, 
Westwood Fellowship leaders began 
praying about how they could reach out 
to the community and show kindness. 
Pastor Chad Olszewski said, “We don’t 
have to be the biggest church, but we 
want to have a big view of God and the 
gospel and his love and mercy toward 
others.” So, they planned an outdoor, 
drive-in worship gathering on Sunday 
evening, July 26, that would offer food, 
music, hope, and free school supplies. 
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WESTWOOD FELLOWSHIP HOLDS DRIVE-IN SERVICE, 
SCHOOL SUPPLY GIVEAWAY

Two local businesses prepared food for 
the event, and the church provided free 
popcorn and water. 

Chad said, “Every time we’ve been in-
tentional about some service project in 
our community, God is faithful. We may 
impact one or two people, or a whole 
family. We don’t typically see droves of 
people coming through our doors. But, 
we have determined to be faithful with 
what God has put before us. We want 
to preach the gospel and be honest 
with people about sin and repentance. 
As a result, we see individuals who gain 
a new understanding of the gospel and 
grow in their faith.” One woman who 
lives near the church began attending 
Westwood Fellowship a few months 
ago. At the drive-in worship gathering 
she told Chad that she is growing in her 
faith. By being faithful to serve their 
community, Westwood Fellowship has 
continued to bless the Woodburn area 
for more than a century, and counting.

Get the latest news and stories in your inbox!
Join the FEC e-news list: fecministries.org/enews

September 2020
fecministries.org

In 2007, when Marc Buwalda graduated with a bachelor’s degree in youth ministry, he began serving as a 
youth pastor right away. By 2015, he had become the lead pastor of a newly launched church, Pine Hills 
Kendallville, Indiana, and he wanted to pursue an advanced degree in theology. However, with the con-
straints of his full-time job and family responsibilities, school had to wait. Then, when FEC leaders developed 
a special course of study for ministry leaders, the Certificate of Theology, Marc and others found a way to 
continue learning and leading.
The FEC three-year Certificate of Theology partners with three seminaries: Bethel Seminary, Minnesota; 
Denver Seminary, Colorado; and Trinity Evangelical Divinity School, Illinois. The program allows students to 
accumulate 27 hours toward a master’s degree, if they want to pursue an advanced degree through one of 
the seminaries later. Marc’s cohort finished the program last spring, and he will begin working toward a Mas-
ter of Arts in Biblical and Theological Studies through Denver Seminary’s online program in January 2021.
Marc enjoyed studying church history and apologetics--two of his favorite classes. The program includes a 
mentor relationship with an experienced leader and a cohort approach to learning, which was Marc’s favor-
ite outcome--connecting with other FEC leaders who became friends over their three years together. 

FEC Welcomes Harvest Bible Church, Ellsworth, Kansas

First Cohort Finishes 3-Year FEC Certificate of Theology

Each year, FEC welcomes new churches, either recently planted FEC churches or already established, indepen-
dent churches. This year, Harvest Bible Church, in Ellsworth, Kansas, joined FEC, but their new pastor, Marc 
Compton is no stranger to FEC.
About ten years ago, Harvest Bible Church was launched when two Ellsworth churches united. After their 
founding pastor left in 2015, the church elders connected with FEC leaders, desiring to partner with a larger 
organization. During that time, Dave Reimer, who founded and led Grace Community Church in Newton, 
Kansas, for 30 years served as an interim pastor. 
In 2018, Marc and his wife, Jordan, returned to Newton after attending graduate school and working in a 
Wichita area church. Reimer knew Marc from his days as a youth ministry intern at Grace Community Church. 
When he recommended Marc to the Harvest Bible Church elders, they hired him 2019. Since Marc had served 
at Grace Community and at LifeChange Camp, Missouri, he was already familiar with FEC’s mission: To help 
the local church accomplish the Great Commandment and the Great Commission. 
Marc explains that Harvest Bible Church desires to bring transformation to the Ellsworth community. Many of 
the people who find a home there have experienced brokenness and are looking for hope. He says, “We want 
to be prepared to meet them and walk through difficult times with people and have difficult conversations.” 


